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Exhibit B 

Consolidation Issues 
 
 
Issues and Possible Solutions: 
 
Issue #1: How to consolidate relief associations with significant differences in their 
benefit levels.  
 
Currently, relief associations have two options for establishing the benefit level of the 
successor relief association following a consolidation: 

1. The highest benefit level among the consolidating relief associations can 
be used as the benefit level for the successor relief association. 

2. Alternatively, service performed before the consolidation can be based on 
the service pension in effect for each respective relief association before 
the consolidation, and service performed after the consolidation can be 
based on the highest benefit level among the consolidating relief 
associations.   

 
When benefit levels between or among consolidating relief associations are significantly 
different there may be liability issues.   
 
Possible Solutions: 

 Provide education to municipalities before the consolidation so they are aware 
municipal contributions may be needed following the consolidation to support the 
new benefit level. 
 Encourage relief associations that are anticipating a consolidation to gradually 
increase their benefit levels to a consistent level in preparation for the consolidation. 
 Develop educational materials on considerations and possible solutions for when 
relief associations consolidate. 
 Identify additional possible solutions. 

 
 
Available Resources: 

1. Chapter 424B.  Volunteer Firefighters, Consolidation, Dissolution 
 
 


